Council REPORT

Alberta Land Surveyors' Association

The Council of the Alberta
Land Surveyors Association
met on September 29, 2005.
Here is a summary of their
discussions.

From the Registrar

Council approved Focus Surveys GP
Ltd. asasurveyor’s corporation. Al-
bertaland SurveyorsJohn Holmlund,
Ron Hall and John Stephens will be
responsiblefor the permit to practice.
Council approved arequest to cancel
Focus Surveys Inc. as a surveyor’s
corporation and then approved Focus
SurveysLimited Partnership asasur-
veyor’s partnership operating under
permit PO46. Focus Surveys Limited
Partnershipwill completeany projects
undertaken by Focus Surveys Inc.

Registration Fees
Appealsof AL SA professional exami-
nation marks has increased to $75
from $50 effectiveimmediately.
Council had also considered arec-
ommendation from the Registration
Committee to increase the profes-
sional examination feesto $150 from
$100 and create a fee for the sub-
mission of project reports. However,
Council decided not to changethefee
structure on these items at this time.
The Registration Committee also
considered allowing articled students
and affiliate membersto submit their
project reports electronically. How-
ever, it wasfelt that changing the sub-
mission method would not savetime
or money inthelong run. The Regis-
tration Committee also felt that the
presentation format of the project re-
portisalsoacritical factor in consid-
ering whether areport passesor fails.

Mapper of Mountains

Council unanimoudly approved agrant
of $5,000 toward the publication of
“Mapper of Mountains” with funds
from the History of SurveyinginAl-
berta Publication Fund.

The grant was made in response
to arequest from Dr. lan MacLaren,
aUniversity of Albertaprofessor who
spoketothe ALSAAGM in 2004 con-
cerning Morrison Parsons Bridgland,
DLS,ALS, and hisphototopographical
survey work in the mountains in the
early 20th century. University of Al-
berta researchers returned to those
sites starting in 1997 to assess how
things had changed.

Dr. MacL aren reported that “ Map-
per of Mountains: M.P. Bridgland in
the Canadian Rockies 1902-1930,”
written by himself with Eric Higgsand
Gabrielle Zezulka-Mailloux, isto be
published thisfall by the University of
AlbertaPress. Thisbook containsboth
a biography of Bridgland and histo-
ries of apine surveying, the method
of cartography based on
phototopographical surveying, and,
because Bridgland was so centrally
involved from the start, the early his-
tory of the Alpine Club of Canada. It
asotellsthe story of the Rocky Moun-
tain Repeat Photography Project,
which aims to re-shoot all of
Bridgland’s phototopographical work
on the eastern slopes.

Calgary EDM

Calibration Baseline

Council would like to thank those
Calgary-areaAlbertaland Surveyors
who responded to the questionnaire
onthe Cagary EDM cdlibration base-
line. Based on the responses, Council
will meet with the Director of Surveys
Office to discuss how to proceed.
There was unanimous support for the
establishment of a new baseline in

September 29, 2005

Calgary although there were, of
course, concerns about the cost. Re-
sponses were mixed on whether the
existing baseline meets practitioners
current needs. Generaly, it was felt
that the three other existing baselines
do not meet the members needs for
acalibration baseline.

The Calgary Electronic Distance
Measurement (EDM) calibration
baseline was established in the mid-
70s by the Government of Albertain
support of the various municipal sur-
vey control programs. Startingin 1985,
regular re-observation of the Calgary
baselinewas undertaken to verify the
inter-pillar distances and to detect pil-
lar movement. Since this time, the
Calgary baseline has increasingly
been unstable with pillar movement
greater than 1 mm for at least four of
the eight pillars. Other issues at the
baselineincludelack of inter-visibility
topillar 7, off-linealignment of pillar
8, and measurement influences due
to fences and high voltage electrical
boxes.

Use of Trade Names

Council gave second and final read-
ing to an Association policy regarding
the use of trade names.

Some sole practitionersuseatrade
name (such as John Doe Surveys) in
promoting their survey practice. In
accordance with the Land Surveyors
Act, Council must approve the name
of a surveyor’s corporation but the
same requirement has not applied to
solepractitioners. Theproposed palicy
would require practitionerswho wish
to use a trade name to have it ap-
proved by Council in much the same
manner as surveyor’s corporations.

The proposed policy reads: “ Prac-
titionerswho wishto useatrade name
must have the name approved by
Council. The practitioner must pro-
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vide proof of declaration of tradename
as required under the Alberta Part-
nership Act before Council approves
the use of thetrade name. No permit
stamp shall beissued to apractitioner
using a trade name. The practition-
er’s correspondence shall clearly in-
dicate the name of the ALS or ALSs
responsible for the practice.”

Section 110 of the Partnership Act
reads (in part) that “each person
who...some name or designation other
than the person’sown, or the person’s
own name with the addition of ‘and
company’ or some other word or
phraseindicating aplurality of mem-
bersinthefirm shall signandfilewith
the Registrar adeclaration in writing
of the fact.”

Committee Activities

Almost all of the Association’s com-
mittees met in September. Of particu-
lar note, the Editorial Board reviewed
the first draft of a manuscript for a
textbook on the law and practice of
surveying in Alberta; the Public Re-
|ations Committee continuesto final-
ize and prioritize its initiatives for a
new public relations plan; and the
Standards Committee continues to
work on a manual/instruction docu-

ment for the corner recordation data-
base for monument restorations.

The Legidlation Ad Hoc Commit-
tee has been asked to conveneto ook
at possible anendments to the Asso-
ciation’sbylaws.

Committee Volunteers

and Vice-Chairs

Council appointed thefollowing mem-
bers to the Safety Ad Hoc Commit-
tee: Chairman Mike Fretwell, Coun-
cil Liaison Victor Hut, Jennifer
Beaulieu, Steve Card, Darrell Flor-
ence, Curtis Henrie, Alex Hittel,
Carrie Johnman, Chielo Pronovost,
Albert Rachynski, Bob Stirling,
Wayne Thom, and Dwayne
Westacott.

Council appointed Blaine Benson
as vice-chair of the Practice Review
Board and accepted Rick Beaumont's
resignation from the Future of the
Association Ad Hoc Committee with
regret.

Short Cuts

The Director of Surveys provided
Council with an update on a Section
9 of the Surveys Act investigation
being undertaken at the request of
Council.

The Alberta Land Surveyors As-
sociation has been invited to take part
in a professional association forum
being organized by the Government
of Alberta's department on profes-
sions & occupations. The purpose of
the forum is to learn from each oth-
er'sexperiences. The AL SA has sug-
gested several possible topics for all
of the professiona associationsto dis-
Cuss.

TheAssociation sent aletter to the
federal minister of housing concern-
ing CMHC's introduction of titlein-
surance to all CMHC-backed mort-
gages. TheMinister hasindicated that
the AL SA will be provided the oppor-
tunity to participatein discussionson
this initiative. No date was given as
towhentheALSA will beableto par-
ticipate but the CMHC website indi-
catesthat they will start providing ti-
tleinsurancethisfall.

TheA ssociation continuesto work
with the other western provincial sur-
vey associationsand ACLStoforma
new board of examiners that would
replace, in Alberta, the WCBE.
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