Council REPORT

Alberta Land Surveyors' Association

The Council of the Alberta
Land Surveyors Association
met on November 3, 2005.
Here is a summary of their
discussions.

Price of Posts Increasing
Council approved entering into anew
two-year contract with Russel Met-
alsfor them to supply iron posts and
marker posts. The new contract in-
cludesanincreasein pricefor thefirst
timesince 1995.

The new price to the membership
will increase to $6.75 per post (or
$67.50 per bundle of ten). The price
of marker posts to the membership
will increase to $10 per post (or $50
per kit of five).

Thepriceincrease will take effect
May 1, 2006.

Land Titles Act

Council hasasked the LegislationAd
Hoc Committee review the Land Ti-
tlesAct for possible submissionto the
government on possible amendments
to the Act.

President Stephen Green and
Council Member Murray Young met
with Hon. Ty Lund, Minister of Gov-
ernment Services, to discuss concerns
about caveats. See Mr. Young's
Councillor’sForum articlein the Sep-
tember 2005 issue of ALS News.

If there are any possible amend-
mentsto the Land TitlesAct that you
would likethe ALSA LegidationAd
Hoc Committee to consider, please
contact the A ssociation office or email
Dawn Phelan at phelan@al sa.ab.ca.

Monumentation on Crown
Land Dispositions

Council has asked the Oil & GasAd
Hoc Committeeto develop aposition
onAlberta Sustainable Resource De-
velopment’splansfor full monumen-

tation of crown land dispositions, in-
cludingitsimplicationsregarding time,
cost and other factors, and develop a
position on accessto mapping and dig-
ital datafrom SRD for recommenda-
tion back to Council

The Director of Surveys has indi-
cated that it ishisvision that hewould
like to move to full monumentation
using statutory iron posts for crown
land dispositions. The Director hasin-
dicated that he would like, in the fu-
ture, for the Association to addressthe
monumentation standards for LOCs
and the requirement/need to change
the monumentation type.

The Canadian Association of Pe-
troleum Producers has become aware
of thisissue and has asked the Asso-
ciationforitsposition.

Cadastral Research Fund
Council gave first reading to a pro-
posal for the AL SA to establish afund
in the amount of $90,000 to fund a
cadastral research program at the
University of Calgary. The topics
which would be proposed to be re-
searched would be presented to
Council for acceptance prior to any
research proceeding. Any research
carried out would be reported annu-
aly to the membership at the AGM.
The maximum annual expenditures
form the fund would be capped at
$30,000.

The University of Calgary pro-
posed the research program with the
idea that it would be used to support
specific projectsthat are high quality,
innovative and of broad application
and relevance to the ALSA and its
members.

The projects would have a three-
year scope and would involve the
training of at least one graduate stu-
dent (MSc or PhD).

Thislistisnot restrictive and other
areas (proposed by AL SA or research-
ers) are expected:
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e The use of multi-media data and
information systems asevidence of
land rightsand boundaries

» Evaluating the effectiveness of ca-
dastral systems

* The development of an integrated
digital cadastral database for
Canada

e Comparative analysesof caselaw,
legidation, dispute resol ution proc-
esses and survey practice.

TheUniversity of Calgary expects
that the ALSA support would create
a mutually beneficial relationship
whereby surveying companieswould
be able to collectively invest in the
investigation of important i ssuesfac-
ing this sector, and faculty members
would also benefit through support of
their research and the development
of the next generation of cadastral
researchers.

New Five-Year Public
Relations Plan

Council approved the Association’s
new five-year publicrelationsplan as
presented by the Public Relations
Committee.

It is an ambitious and aggressive
plan that was devel oped based on the
polling of the membership and
stakeholders. The plan particularly
focuses on encouraging studentsat all
levels to pursue a career as a land
surveyor.

Thisisthethird five-year publicre-
lations plan and Rose Country Com-
munications provided the framework
for the Committee's plan.

The planisavailable on the Asso-
ciation’s website at www.alsa.ab.cal/
pdf/prplan.pdf
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Safety Committee

Council approved revised terms of

reference for the new Safety Com-

mittee. The term, “ad hoc” was also
removed from their official title. The
revised terms of reference now reads:

On an ongoing basis, the Commit-

tee shall:

1. Discuss and promote safe work
practices, safety legislation, cer-
tifications and incidents of con-
cern to Alberta Land Surveyors
and their personnel.

2. Communicate the discussions to
practitioners and the Alberta
Land Surveyors’ Association,
through Council.

3. Liaise with WCB, Occupational
Health & Safety, other industry
associations, and other safety
authorities and how safety prac-
tices are administered by those
authorities.

4. Make recommendations to
Council relating to Occupation
Health & Safety initiatives.

5. Provide an open exchange of in-
formation governing Occupa-
tion Health & Safety issue and
best practices.

Council also asked the Safety
Committee to consider the issue of
maximum working hours for survey
crews. Section 16 of the Employment
StandardsAct which states, “ An em-
ployee’s hours of work must be con-
fined within a period of twelve con-
secutive hours in any one work day,
unless
(a) an accident occurs, urgent work
isnecessary to aplant or machin-
ery or other unforeseeable or
unpreventable circumstances oc-
cur, or

(b) the Director issues a permit au-
thorizing extended hours of
work.”

Section 16(2) goeson to state that,
“If hoursof work haveto be extended,
they are to be increased only to the
extent necessary to avoid seriousin-
terference with the ordinary work of
a business, undertaking or other ac-

tivity.”

Board of Examiners for
Professional Surveyors

The Alberta Land Surveyors Asso-
ciation continues to work with the
Association of CanadalLands Survey-
orsaswell asthe survey associations
in British Columbia, Saskatchewan
and Manitoba to establish a new
board of examiners to replace the
Western Canadian Board of Examin-
ers.

The new board will be known as
the Board of Examiners for Profes-
sional Surveyors and the new board
is expected to be in place in early
2006. At this time, the bylaws, the
application for incorporation and the
affidavit are being finalized for sub-
mission to Corporations Canada.

The Law and Practice

of Land Surveying

Council approved the recommenda-
tion from the Editorial Board that the
publication of “The Law and Prac-
ticeof Land SurveyinginAlberta’ be
made available onthe AL SA website,
at no charge, that acustom binder and
custom binder with printed pages be
made available on a cost recovery
basis.

“The Law and Practice of Land
SurveyinginAlberta’ isdesigned for
students in surveying in Alberta and
as a reference for Alberta Land Sur-
veyors. Itincludesmateria onthesur-
veying professioninAlberta, Alberta-
based court cases affecting Alberta
Land Surveyors, commentary on evi-
dence assessment and eval uation and
articlesonland registration.

The material is expected to be
ready in 2006.

Curator Appointed —

Help Needed

Executive Director Brian Munday
was appointed curator of the Asso-
ciation’s historical collection and ar-
chive for the purposes of Council
policy 2003.010.010.

The Executive Director will bere-
sponsible for the day-to-day matters
concerning the collection and, in par-
ticular, receiving objects for the col-

lection, overseeing theloan of objects
to museums and others, and ensuring
the objects are properly secured.

The Historical & Biographical
Committeeisseeking volunteers! Vol-
unteers in the Edmonton area are
needed to informally meet in theAs-
sociation office to catalogue the ob-
jects, carry out some research on
them, maintain and repair the objects
as needed. There may be workshops
or seminars available for those inter-
ested.

You wish to beapart of thisgroup
and help preserve a part of survey
history, please contact Executive Di-
rector Brian Munday at 780-429-
8805.

Abbreviations for
Railway Plans
Council accepted the Standards Com-
mittee recommendation that no fur-
ther action be taken on this item.
Council had asked the Standards
Committeeto compilealist of abbre-
viationsfor railway plansfor possible
inclusion in the Manual of Standard
Practice. After considerableresearch,
the Standards Committee came across
only oneabbreviation on one plan that
was not already covered in the Land
Titles Office Procedures Manual.
The one abbreviation was “TST”
which was thought to mean “total
subtangent” or “tangent to
subtangent.”

Calgary EDM

Calibration Baseline

Council will meet with the Director
of Surveysin December at the Asso-
ciation’sannual liaison meeting with
the Director of Surveys, Land Titles
and the Metis Settlements Land Reg-
istry, to discuss the Calgary EDM
calibration baseline. Inresponseto the
questionnaire sent earlier this year,
there was unanimous support for the
establishment of a new baseline in
Calgary although there were, of
course, concerns about the cost.
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Women in Surveying

The Association will help sponsor a
promotional calendar called “Women
in Surveying” that isbeing created by
the Geomatics Engineering Students
Society of the University of Calgary.
The calendar features Geomatics
Engineering students in the photo-
graphs. Beside each photograph will
be apersonal description of what the
students enjoy about geomatics with
a description of the equipment they
are using. The Society plans to dis-
tribute it to high school students and
first-year engineering studentsto pro-
moteinterest in Geomatics Engineer-
ing.

Committee Volunteers

and Vice-Chairs

Council appointed John Landry as
vice-chair of the Standards Commit-
teeand Darrell Florence asvice-chair
of the Safety Committee.

Council accepted  Terry
Ingraham’s resignation from the
Standards Committee with regret and
appointed Blaine Benson to the Safety
Committee.

Council appointed Stephen Green
to represent the Association on the
Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers Geomatics Committee and
Resource Access Committee. The
Geomatics Group deals with issues
such asthe conversion from NAD27

to NAD83 while the Resource Ac-
cess Committee deals with issues
such as the SRD approvals process
and the Surface Landman Certifica
tion Process.

Council appointed Syd Loeppky
and Bob Wallace to represent the Al-
bertaland Surveyors Associationin
a meeting with the Canadian Mort-
gage and Housing Corporation
(CMHC) to discuss CMHC includ-
ing title-related protection for
homebuyers and lenders. The meet-
ing will discusstheAssociation’s per-
spective on existing and potential best
practices with regards to conveyanc-
ing practicesand title protection. The
AlbertaL and Surveyors’ Association
is the only organization that CMHC
ismeeting within Alberta.

Short Cuts

Lawrence Kluthe has been reap-
pointed the public member on Coun-
cil by the Minister of Human Re-
sources & Employment.

Recent media reports have raised
questions about the location of the
Alberta-Saskatchewan border. The
Association’s response to these re-
ports has been posted on the main
page of the Association’s website.
Thereisalso an audio clip of Execu-
tive Director Brian Munday’s radio
interview with talk show host Dave
Rutherford.

Help Wanted

The Historical & Biographical Committee is seeking volunteers!

The Architects Act is being
amended and the Alberta Land Sur-
veyors Association has been asked
to comment. The proposed amend-
mentswould fully implement AAA’s
continuing competence requirement.

The Manual of Standard Practice
has been updated to replace “ Guide
56" with “Directive 056" in Part D,
Section 5.6.2 and Part 3, Definitions
(Surface Improvement). Therevised
Manual of Standard Practice hasbeen
posted on the Association’s website.

TheAssociation reaffirmed itssup-
port of the Real Estate Transaction
Committee (RETC). The RETC con-
sists of representatives from associa
tions, businesses and government in-
volved in any way with real estate.

Practitioners are reminded that if
they wish to usethe AL SA logo, they
must provide adraft mock-up of how
the logo will be placed on their sta-
tionery for approval by the Executive
Committee.

Council will invite representatives
from SAIT to come to the December
8 meeting to make a short presenta-
tionto update Council onwhat isnew
at the school and the Geomatics En-
gineering Technology program.

Volunteers in the Edmonton area are needed to informally meet in the Association
office to catalogue historical objects, carry out some research on them, and maintain
and repair as needed. There may be workshops or seminars available

for those interested.

If you wish to be a part of this group and help preserve a part of survey history,
please contact Executive Director Brian Munday at

780-429-8805.
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