
PUBLIC LANDS ACT

Chapter P-40

Title to beds and shores, etc.
3(1)  Subject to subsection (2) but notwithstanding any other  law, the title to the beds and shores of

(a) all permanent and naturally occurring bodies of water, and

(b) all naturally occurring rivers, streams, watercourses and lakes,

is vested in the Crown in right of Alberta and a grant or certificate of title made or issued before, on or
after May 31, 1984 does not convey title to those beds or shores.

(2)  Subsection (1) does not operate

(a) to affect a grant referred to in subsection (1) that specifically conveys by express description
a bed or shore referred to in subsection (1) or a certificate of title founded on that grant,

(b) to affect the rights of a grantee from the Crown or of a person claiming under the grantee,
when those rights have been determined by a court before June 18, 1931, or

(c) to affect the title to land belonging to the Crown in right of Canada.

(3)  For the purposes of subsection (1), a river, stream or watercourse does not cease to be naturally
occurring by reason only that its water is diverted by human act.
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Acquisition by prescription 
4   No person may acquire by prescription an estate or interest in public land or, as against the Crown,
in any other land.
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